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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Spring is in the Air…

Phew. We are emerging from our “Winter of 
Discontent” and “Now, T’is Spring” (I am a 
Shakespeare buff after all). There is a kind of 
optimism in the air that we may be over the worst 
of the pandemic (though it will probably be with us 
in one form or another for a long time to come). 
There is a feeling that things will be getting “back 
to normal”, but none of us really knows what that 
normal will be. We are still trying to figure things 
out - even as we see things improving all around us.

At The Colonial Players we are being optimistic 
too - though we are still continuing with our COVID 
mitigations a bit longer than other organizations. 
The intimacy of our theater - which is an amazing 
feature of our productions - and the fact that we 
have many audience members from vulnerable 
populations means that it seems appropriate 
to be a bit more cautious. Also, our performers 
do not wear masks, and even though they are 
vaccinated, they put themselves at risk performing 
in front of audiences. We want to make sure that 
our unmasked performers as well as our high-risk 
patrons can enjoy an evening of theater without 
worrying about their exposure to the virus.

We are VERY excited about the season we are 
putting together for next year. While I can’t 
disclose details yet, I will say that many Colonial 
Players volunteers have spent countless hours 
pouring over scripts to put together a Season 74 
that contains everything you’ve come to expect: 
from thought provoking dramas to laugh-out-
loud comedies and everything in between. The 
publishing houses that manage the rights to 
the plays we produce have been hit hard by the 
pandemic as well, so things are a bit backed up. 
Hopefully, we’ll be able to publicly announce our 
season line up very soon.

Lastly, I want to invite all of you to our Spring 
General Membership meeting on March 29th at 
7:30 PM, here at the theater. Even if you are not a 
CP member (and please consider joining), you can 
attend and see what it takes to keep The Colonial 
Players going. We are a Community Theater, and 
when more of the community gets involved we do 
more and better things for that community.

— STEVE TOBIN

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Corporate Officers:
President ................................................... Steve Tobin
Vice President .......................................... Scott Nichols
Secretary .................................................. Rick Estberg
Treasurer ...............................................Shannon Benil

Directors:
Artistic ................................................... Darice Clewell 
Education & Special Projects .............. Jennifer Cooper
Human Resources .......................................Erica Miller
Marketing  ....................................... Amy Atha-Nicholls
Operations ...........................................Wes Bedsworth
Production .............................................. Ernie Morton

FRONT OF HOUSE
Box Office ......................................Kaelynn Bedsworth
Subscriptions ......................................... June Fordham

Mary Beth Yablonski

Taking photographs and using any recording 
devices are strictly prohibited.

Smoking is prohibited throughout the building.

Please keep your mask over your nose
and mouth whilst in this facility.

Did you know we are 
entirely volunteer run?

From the ushers to the designers, everyone
is welcome here to

come and play.
If you're interested in volunteering in any capacity,

please contact:
HR@thecolonialplayers.org
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I want you to feel a little uncomfortable 
watching this show; maybe more than a little 
uncomfortable. This is a heavy show and it deals 
with deeply personal issues; that much will 
become obvious. About all I can say is that it’s 
not a show about easy answers. The cast and 
crew have dedicated a tremendous amount of 
time and energy to bring this to life at a time 
of great uncertainty. Perhaps it’s fitting that 
this play was chosen for such a time. Listen 
to the lines and listen to the music. Look at 
the lights and see how they integrate with 
the set. Feel and appreciate the nuance in the 
performances. When you’ve finished with all 
that, and the curtain call is complete, talk about 
it with people. Ask what they thought. Debate 
it. Remember it. Challenge your brain. Come to 
your own conclusions.

Thanks for coming.

— JEFF SPRAGUE

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

After a break of eight years, 
Agnes of God marks JEFF 
SPRAGUE’S second mainstage 
directorial effort at The Colonial 
Players. Previously, he directed 
2014’s A Few Good Men (WATCH 

nominee for Best Play). In addition, Jeff directed 
Terrence McNally’s Botticelli for CP’s 2010 one-
act play festival. As an actor, Jeff has appeared 
in significantly more productions with CP, with 
credits including: The Babylon Line; The City of 
Conversation; The Liar (WATCH nominee for Best 
Featured Actor in a Play); Coyote on a Fence; 
1776; Chapter Two; I Love You, You’re Perfect, 
Now Change; Over My Dead Body; Les Liaisons 
Dangereuses; Kiss Me, Kate; Kindertransport 
(WATCH winner for Best Cameo in a Play); and 
Jekyll and Hyde. Other area credits include: 
Blue/Orange, The Crucible, and Sight Unseen 
at Dignity Players of Annapolis and Thoroughly 
Modern Millie, Hairspray, and Anything Goes at 

ASGT. By day, Jeff is an attorney with the federal 
government. A gigantic “thank you” goes to CP’s 
Board for supporting our production throughout 
all the COViD-19 delays, and also to my staff for 
all their help in mounting a live performance in 
these unprecedented times. A special "thank 
you" to my producer, Paul Valleau, who has 
been the behind-the-scenes wizard throughout 
the process.

Thanks also to Greg, Herb, and Mary W. for all 
your insights during the auditions and rehearsals. 
Of course, thank you to Laura, Mary, and 
Ashleigh for your dedication to Martha, Miriam, 
and Agnes. Last, but certainly not least, I want 
to thank my family for supporting my theatrical 
hobby for all these years, and my most loving 
appreciation goes out to my beautiful wife, 
Kathleen, adorable son, Ollie, and precocious 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, Simon.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

LIFE MEMBERS
Chris Beaton 
Fred Fishback
Bill & Peggy Griswold
Daniel G. Higgs
Judi Hilton-Hyde
Frank McLane Hyde
Ronald Powell
Dr. & Mrs. James W. Ross
Col. USMC (Ret.)
     Richard W. Smith
Mrs. Benjamin B. Wills, Jr.

EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCERS 
($1,000+)
Judith Bender Revocable Trust
Arthur H. Kudner, Jr. Fund,
     Art & Leslie Kudner
Margaret Ross

PRODUCERS
($500 - $999)
Tim & Kris Brown
James W. Cheevers
Lisa & Richard Hillman
Fred Sussman &
     Sharon Kolstad

DIRECTORS
($200 - $499)
Jennifer Lane & Bill Allen
CovingtonAlsina
Susan Armstrong
Susanne Brogan
     & David S. Bliden
Edward Cohee, Jr.
Timothy Dangel
Cynthia Dawson
Fred & Susan Eckert
Meg Hosmer
Ronald Jarashow
Gary & Janice Jobson
Mary Powell Johnson

Christine Jorgensen
Fred & Linda Klingensmith
Matt & Hillary Leyendecker
Lois & Noel Milan
Joyce C. Miller
Manfred Muecke
Phil & Sandy Ourisson
Jim & Charlotte Robinson
Bob Sherer
John & Judi Wobensmith
Elizabeth Wright
Mary Beth & Ted Yablonski

STAGE MANAGERS 
($125 - $199)
J.R. & Jill Breen
Nancy C. Brosnihan
Patrick Brown
Charlie Estberg
June Fordham
Patti & Mark Gillen
Max & Toby Green
Tylar & Carol Ann Hecht
Helena Hunter
Hank & Betsy Mortimer
John & Claire Purnell
Judith M. Schuyler
Joan & Rolph Townshend
Pat & Stephen Troy
Virginia White

DESIGNERS
($75 - $124)
Don & Lucy Arthur
Jim & Judy Barrowman
Charles &
     Mary-Jo Bedsworth
Mary Evelyn Bell
Kevin Brennan
Jane A. Chambers
Maryellen & Bill Hartman
Jerry Hopkins
Betty & Robert Hyers
Christopher Jones

Michael J. Keller
Kathy & Dave Larrabee
Nancy Long
Lynne Malley
Bill & Priscilla Mitchell
Pam Mussenden
Siobhan Percey
Joseph Persinger
John & Constance Robinson
Jean Russo
Philip Tawes
Deborah Van Orden
John & Judith Youngblood

SPONSORS
($50 - $74)
Barbara & Denis Ahr
Linda Allen
Sandra Collyear Altherr
Greg Anderson
Ken Apfel & Caroline Hadley
Fred & Donna Arquilla
Eric Bloor
Susan Borden
Suzanne Brayman
Bob Brewer
Carol Carman
Jim & Pat Church
Judith Crawford
Cynthia Curtis
Nancy Davis
Carol DeGarmo
Darlene Delorenzo
Gale L. Erbe
Cynthia Garn
Hillary Glass
Valerie Gutterson
Karen Hirakawa
Liz Hopkinson
Laura Ivey
Jim & Linda Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Emily Joyce
Carol Kasper
Bernard & Hannah Kaufman
Helen Fisher Leitch
The Para & Miller Families
Heather Millar
Susan Millman
Marcia Morton
David O'Brien
Edgar Paglee
Beverly Paul
Stephen Riddick

Raymond Scalettar
Michele & Earl Schaffer
Bob & Priscilla Schneider
Charles & Joyce Shue
Joseph Slayton
Eric Smith
Abbie and Zoe Smith
R. Blair & Joann Smith
Larry & Kay Snyder
Elly Tierney
Joanne Trepp
Maricela Wayland
Theresa Wellman
Dr. Jim & Gail Wise
John Woolums
William Woodward
David Wynkoop
Mark Zablotny

PATRONS
($35 - $49)
Nick Beschen
Jen Coker
Lois & Jack Coon
Marilyn Courtney
Dianne Crews
Robert DeBerardinis
Eliot Girsang
Alice R. Hall
Brigid Haragan
Elizabeth Hepler
Elia & John Howser
Eugenia Judge
Pat Leader
Barbara Marder
Rosemary Mayne
Judy McKinney
Cheryl McNerney
Susan B. Miller
Maggie & Bob Mulcrone
Regina Mulligan
Laurie Nolan &
     John McClure
Sharon Pieczenik
Reggie & Dick Ray
John & Lindsey Reese
Christine Riesche
Beth Shoults
Andrew & Margaret Smith
Elli Swink
Joan & Bill Weingartner
Theresa Wellman

TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Thank you for your support. Your generous 
gifts help us to continue to provide 
educational and training programs, 

encouragement and entertainment to all 
who are interested in dramatic arts.

The Colonial Players wishes to express heartfelt gratitude to all supporters who donated the 
value of their tickets when Season 71 came to an abrupt end. Your contributions allowed 
the theater to continue paying utility bills, award the annual scholarship, and still help us 

continue to face the unknowns brought on by COVID-19.

Thank you.vv vv

The Colonial Players gratefully acknowledges the generous bequest from Roland Riley, 
a longtime patron whose gift helps ensure the future economic viability of our theater.



has directed staged readings at Virginia’s North 
Street Playhouse, including Neil Simon’s God’s 
Favorite, Noel Coward’s Suite in Two Keys, and 
Donald Margulies’s Dinner with Friends. He is 
a produced playwright whose award-winning 
comedy/drama All Save One premiered at 
the Washington Stage Guild. He has directed 
readings of his two most recent scripts at 
the Kennedy Center (live), the Dramatists 
Guild (Zoom) and the Alliance of Los Angeles 
Playwrights (Zoom). “Here’s to live theater!”

ERIC HUFFORD
(Lighting Designer)
Eric is happy to come back to 
the theater and do something 
new this time! Last time he was 
on stage, Eric was the Ghost of 

Christmas Present in A Christmas Carol. Favorite 
roles include Jerry in The Full Monty and 
Thomas Jefferson in 1776. Backstage Eric has 
done numerous special effects and projections 
for various shows. He also directed Lucky Stiff at 
The Colonial Players in 2018.

ROBIN SCHWARTZ
(Sound Designer, Props 
Designer, Set Dressing)
Robin is delighted to be a part 
of the team for this production. 
After graduating from Goucher 

College with a BA in Theatre, she directed 
and produced plays at Red Branch Theatre 
Company and Drama Learning Center. Robin 
recently directed Love, Loss, and What I Wore 
for Colonial Players last summer and produced 
The Revolutionists in fall 2021. She was last seen 
on the CP stage as Ruth Hoch in Book of Days. 
Favorite credits include Dawn in The Universal 
Language (Outstanding Performance from the 
Maryland Community Theatre Festival), Thea 
Elvsted in Hedda Gabler, and Joan Dellamond 
in The Babylon Line. "So much gratitude to the 
whole CP team for the opportunity to create 
theater with some truly amazing people."

PAUL VALLEAU
(Producer)
Paul is so proud of this team. 
It has been such a reward to 
support this production of 
Agnes of God. He has been 

involved in many productions in the Baltimore/
Annapolis area over the past decade, allowing 
him the opportunity to work with some of 
the best talent our area has to offer, including 
everyone in this production. Some of his 
favorite roles include Michal Katurian, The 
Pillowman (Vagabond Players), Lt. Kaffee, A 
Few Good Men (Colonial Players), Leo Bloom, 
The Producers, and Robert, Don’t Dress for 
Dinner (The Des Moines Playhouse). Other 
productions include, at Colonial Players, Book 
of Days, 33 Variations, In the Next Room, 
Morning’s at Seven (WATCH nomination for 
Best Actor). Productions at The Des Moines 
Playhouse include The Wizard of Oz, Next Fall, 
Reasons to Be Pretty, and Three Changes. Paul 
has also directed The Crucible and Talk Radio at 
Vagabond Players and Sex, Drugs, Rock & Roll at 
Colonial Players. “Congratulations to Jeff, Greg, 
the staff, and this tremendous ensemble.”
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JOHN LEONARD PIELMEIER is an American 
writer and actor with a long list of credits in 
theater, movies, and television. He is best 
known for his acclaimed drama, Agnes of God, 
which opened in March, 1982 at the Music Box 
Theatre, where it ran for 599 performances. The 
Broadway production and national tour featured 
famous actresses such as Geraldine Page, 
Elizabeth Ashley, Amanda Plummer, Mercedes 
McCambridge, and Diahann Carroll. Pielmeier 
also wrote the screenplay for the movie version 
starring Anne Bancroft, Jane Fonda, and Meg 
Tilly. He wrote more than 25 movies and non-
fiction works for television, winning many 

awards along the way. He is especially proud 
of his adaptation of The Pillars of the Earth, an 
eight-hour series based on Ken Follett’s best-
selling novel that received three Golden Globe 
nominations, an Emmy nomination, and his fifth 
nomination for a Writers Guild Award. He also 
received an Emmy nomination for Hitler: The 
Rise of Evil. Pielmeier began his career as an 
actor, performing at regional theaters, including 
Baltimore’s Center Stage. But as someone 
who began writing plays as a small child, he 
was destined to curtail his acting career and 
concentrate on his first love of writing.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

The Colonial Players will be ending our season with Freaky Friday, a joyous musical 
based on the beloved 1972 novel by Mary Rodgers and the four Disney film versions 
of her work. A bit of magic from an hourglass causes high school student Ellie and 
her mother, Katherine, to switch bodies, just as Katherine prepares for her wedding 
and Ellie is determined to take part in her school’s social event of the year. It couldn’t 
happen at a worse time, but as they attempt to carry on with their new identities until 
they can switch back, Ellie and Katherine gain a better understanding of each other, 
learn self-acceptance, and realize the immeasurable love and mutual respect that bond 
a mother and daughter. Tom Kitt and Brian Yorkey, Pulitzer Prize-winning composers of 
Next to Normal, provide a score filled with the kind of songs you will be singing as you 
walk out of the theater. Television writer Bridget Carpenter’s laugh-filled script keeps 
the story moving at breakneck speed. The Walt Disney company has produced four 
movies based on Mary Rodgers’ premise. The first Freaky Friday movie was made in 
1976 and starred Jodie Foster and Barbara Harris as mother and daughter (or was it 
daughter and mother?). In 2003, the movie was remade featuring Jamie Lee Curtis and 
Lindsay Lohan. There were two television adaptations as well, including the most recent 
one, an adaptation of the stage play.

Freaky Friday begins a four-week run on April 22 and closes May 15.
Tickets are available at thecolonialplayers.org or by calling 410-268-7373.

ABOUT OUR NEXT PLAY

          THE STAFF (continued)

THE COLONIAL PLAYERS PODCAST
Catch the latest episode with

director Jeff Sprague, to get a little more
insight on this challenging show.
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ASHLEIGH BAYER
(Sister Agnes)
Ashleigh is delighted to be 
making her acting debut in the 
production of Agnes of God. 
She is incredibly thankful to 

director Jeff Sprague, assistant director Greg 
Jones Ellis, and play consultant Mary Watko for 
believing in her and casting her in this riveting 
and powerful play alongside a talented cast of 
ladies. She is grateful for the opportunity to 
play a "Courageous and Multi-dimensional" 
character and hopes you leave the theater 
with questions, while also feeling moved by the 
performances. "Lastly, I want to thank God for 
the talent he has given me and this moment I 
will never forget. I also want to thank my Aunt 
Nancy, my Mom, and my boyfriend, Brandon, 
for their unconditional support."

LAURA GAYVERT
(Dr. Martha Livingstone)
Laura is incredibly thankful to 
Jeff Sprague and Greg Jones Ellis 
for casting her in this thought-
provoking play along with this 

amazingly talented cast. Most recently at The 
Colonial Players, she played Lizzie in Maytag 
Virgin. Prior to that, she performed in The Trip 
to Bountiful, Moon Over Buffalo, Wonder of 
the World, Rocket Man, Calendar Girls, Frozen 
(NOT the Disney musical), and Casa Valentina, 
the last two earning her nominations for a 
Washington Area Theatre Community Honors 
(WATCH) award for Outstanding Featured 
Actress in a Play. Other local credits include 
Crimes of the Heart and Sordid Lives at 
Dignity Players and Seven Year Itch at Bowie 
Community Theatre. “Above all, I am thankful 
for the love and support of my husband, David, 
as well as family and friends who help me in so 
many ways, big and small."

MARY MACLEOD
(Mother Miriam Ruth)
Mary is beyond thrilled to 
be joining Laura Gayvert 
and Ashleigh Bayer in this 
production of Agnes of God. 

She has acted in many theater productions in 
the Washington, DC/Annapolis area over the 
years, but some of her favorite roles include 
the aging British rocker in VVVC Production’s 
Sex, Drugs, Rock & Roll, Sister Aloysius in Dignity 
Players’ production of Doubt, and, at Colonial 
Players, Hazel in The Children, Eileen Osbourne in 
The Cripple of Inishmaan, Terry Glimmer in Side 
Man (DC Metro Theater Arts 2015 List of Best 
Performances in Community Theater - Actress 
in a Play), Lady Boyle in Superior Donuts (WATCH 
Award Nominee-Cameo), Lettice Douffet in 
Lettice and Lovage, Nancy Shirley in Frozen 
(WATCH Award Nominee-Lead Actress), and 
Marjorie Taub in The Tale of the Allergist’s Wife. 
She thanks Jeff Sprague for casting her and, as 
always, thanks her husband, Alan, for his support.

          THE CAST

TERRY AVERILL
(Set Designer)
Terry's happy to be designing 
again at The Colonial Players 
and working with such a 
talented cast and crew. He’s 

acted, directed, and designed numerous 
shows over the past 20 years. His favorite role 
was Arthur in Superior Donuts in 2014, but his 
biggest challenge was directing and designing 
33 Variations in 2017. Terry enjoyed being CP’s 
president from 2010 to 2014. He has been an 
architect in Annapolis since 1995 and enjoys 
teaching architectural design and history at 
AACC. But designing for the stage is his passion. 
“It’s an honor to have the opportunity to work 
with Jeff Sprague again and the rest of the 
talented cast and crew of Agnes of God.”

KAELYNN BEDSWORTH
(Costume Designer)
Kaelynn has volunteered both 
on the stage and off in a variety 
of roles for more than a decade, 
from actress to go-button pusher 

to steampunk wig maker to Looney Tunes sound 
effect specialist to smushed banana cleaner. You 
may have seen her grace the stage in multiple 
productions of A Christmas Carol, The Secret 
Garden, 1776, Annie, Moonlight and Magnolias, 
and Little Women. Behind the scenes, she has 
produced, costume designed, sound designed, 
and scene painted for many shows over the past 
12...or is it 13 now?...years. Kaelynn sends her 
love to her husband, Wes, who shares this crazy 
theater world with her on a daily basis.

HERB ELKIN
(Stage Manager)
Herb has been an active Colonial 
Players member and volunteer 
for over 25 years. Having 
appeared onstage in several CP 

and other area productions, he now most enjoys 
stage-managing and relishes his continuing role 
in sustaining live theater on our stage. Recent 
CP credits include Maytag Virgin (2021), The 
Children (2020), Toward Zero (2019), Quartet 

(2018), 33 Variations (2017), Good People (2016), 
Side Man (2015), Rocket Man (2014), Coyote on 
a Fence (2014), Trying (2013), and Going to St. 
Ives (2012)...which received a regional WATCH 
award as Outstanding Play. He thanks CP's many 
volunteers and supporters who make everything 
possible, worthwhile...and enjoyable!

GREG JONES ELLIS
(Assistant Director)
Greg is delighted to have the 
opportunity to assist Jeff and his 
talented cast, crew, designers, 
and consultants. Greg’s CP 

credits began with his appearance in 1978’s 
Jacques Brel Is Alive and Well and then skipped 
to 2015’s Ernest in Love. After these musicals, 
he hung up his dancing shoes to appear in 33 
Variations as Beethoven and The Children as 
Robin. Other local musical appearances include 
Brigadoon (Compass Rose), 1776 and Sister Act 
(Annapolis Summer Garden Theatre), Titanic 
(Theatre Lab), Sweeney Todd (Opera AACC) 
and Oliver! (Classic Theatre of Maryland). He 

          THE STAFF
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THE CAST
(in order of appearance)

Sister Agnes..............................................................Ashleigh Bayer

Dr. Martha Livingstone...............................................Laura Gayvert

Mother Miriam Ruth................................................Mary MacLeod

73rd Season  •  386th Season Production

THE COLONIAL 
PLAYERS, INC .

presents

The play takes place in Dr. Martha Livingstone’s memory.

Written by
JOHN LEONARD PIELMEIER

Directed by
JEFF SPRAGUE

There will be one 15-minute intermission
between Act I and Act II

Produced by arrangement with Concord Theatricals
on behalf of Samuel French Inc.

J
www.concordtheatricals.com


