
★ ART BY YASMINA REZA  |  SEPTEMBER 9 - OCTOBER 1, 2022
Marc, Serge, and Yvan are friends. They are three middle-aged men of 
comfortable means who have stayed friends with each other for fifteen 
years. Serge has bought a modern work of art for a large sum of money. 
Marc hates the painting and cannot believe that a friend of his could 
possibly want such a work. Yvan attempts, unsuccessfully, to placate 
both sides with hilarious consequences. The question is: Are you who 
you think you are or are you who your friends think you are?

★ RED HERRING by Michael Hollinger  |  OCTOBER 21 - NOVEMBER 12, 2022
Three love stories, a murder mystery, and a nuclear espionage plot converge in this noir comedy 
about marriage and other explosive devices. It's 1952: America's on the verge of the H-bomb, Dwight 
Eisenhower's on the campaign trail, and I Love Lucy's on Monday nights. Meanwhile, Senator Joe 
McCarthy's daughter just got engaged to a Soviet spy, and Boston detective Maggie Pelletier has to find 
out who dumped the dead guy in the Harbor or else lose out on a honeymoon in Havana.

★ CONEY ISLAND CHRISTMAS by Donald Margulies
DECEMBER 1 - DECEMBER 11, 2022 (Holiday offering, not part of the subscription series)
A holiday show for people of all ages and all faiths, Coney Island Christmas introduces us to Shirley 
Abramowitz, a young Jewish girl who is cast as Jesus in the school’s Christmas pageant. As Shirley, now 
much older, recounts the memorable story of one particularly memorable elementary school Christmas 
pageant, the play sends us on a journey back three-quarters of a century, capturing a timeless and 
universal tale of what it means to be an American during the holidays.

★ TINY BEAUTIFUL THINGS by Nia Vardalos  |  JANUARY 6 - 28, 2023
A busy mother and writer receives an email from the author of the anonymous advice column “Dear 
Sugar,” asking her to take over the column. She accepts, becoming the new “Sugar.” At her computer 
late at night, Sugar receives letters from people of all ages, genders, and walks of life. In response to the 
letters, Sugar shares anecdotes from her own life, on forgiveness, trauma, and honesty. Tiny Beautiful 
Things is a play about reaching when you’re stuck, healing when you’re broken, and finding the courage 
to take on the questions which have no answers.

★ THE BOOK OF WILL by Lauren Gunderson  |  FEBRUARY 24 - MARCH 19, 2023
Without William Shakespeare, we wouldn’t have literary masterpieces like Romeo and Juliet. But without 
actors Henry Condell and John Heminges, we would have lost half of Shakespeare’s plays forever! So, the 
King’s Men are getting the band back together to gather the Bard’s scattered masterpieces and preserve 
them for history. It’s a grand feat, to be sure. They undertake their mission with pluck and wit and hearts 
full of joy. It’s a theatrical, beat-the-clock race to save a legacy, offering some of Shakespeare’s greatest 
hits spoken by your favorite players.

★ PUTTING IT TOGETHER by Stephen Sondheim and Julia McKenzie  |  APRIL 7 - MAY 6, 2023
Drawing its title from a song in Sunday in the Park with George, this musical revue celebrates Sondheim's 
incomparable career in musical theater. Featuring nearly thirty Sondheim tunes, Putting It Together is 
set at an all-night, black-tie party. With a bit of imagination, the guests transform the apartment into the 
stage of an abandoned theater, an estate in Sweden, an island outside of Paris, a street off the Forum, the 
woods of a fairy tale and a mythical town in the Southwest.

★ RAVENSCROFT by Don Nigro  |  MAY 19 - JUNE 10, 2023
On a snowy night, Inspector Ruffing is called to a remote house to investigate the headlong plunge of 
Patrick Roarke down the main staircase. In doing so, he becomes involved in the lives of five alluring and 
dangerous women. There are ghosts on the staircase, skeletons in the closet, and much more than the 
Inspector bargained for. His investigation leads into his own tortured soul and the nature of truth itself. 
You will not guess the ending, but you will be teased, seduced, bewildered, amused, frightened, and led 
to a dark encounter with truth or something even stranger.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
What a Finish…But not an Ending

With Freaky Friday, Season 73 comes to a rousing 
close. The one-two punch of our final two shows is 
exactly the kind of programming we’re known for 
at Colonial - with the power and drama of character 
and ideas that were presented in Agnes of God, and 
the music, energy, and fun of Freaky Friday. Season 
74 promises to do even more of the same. Comedies 
like Art, Red Herring, and The Book of Will are smart, 
engaging - and yes FUNNY. Tiny Little Things is 
powerful and thought-provoking. Ravenscroft is the 
kind of mystery play we all know and love - with plenty 
of gothic overtones and dark comedy. And our musical 
- Sondheim’s Putting it Together - is a loving homage 
to one of the immortals of American musical theater, 
sadly lost to us last year. See the Colonial Players 
website for more details about all of these shows (look 
for the “Upcoming Season” menu item under “The 
Season” on the main page). It is a season full of hope, 
energy, and fun…. And we can’t wait to bring it to you.

That said, we are going to be taking the summer 
“off”, at least in terms of productions and special 
presentations. We’ve got to take some much needed 
recovery time for all of our production volunteers who 
worked most if not all of the 6 shows we put together 
this season. And we’ve got some hard thinking to 
do about the future of the organization and how we 
move forward. I’ll be open with you, dear audience 
member and friend, we rushed back into production 
after being shut down for so long. We were so eager to 
start performing again because we missed the fun and 
we missed you, but it came at a cost to ourselves and 
the organization (and I’m not talking about financial 
cost, though that is always a concern). We are at 
a critical moment in the long history of our theater, 
and from an organizational perspective coming back 
from the pandemic has been orders of magnitude 
more difficult than dealing with the pandemic itself. 
The projects we will be working on over the summer 
(and there will be quite a few), have more to do 
with “what have we learned” and “where do we go 
from here”, instead of putting on our usual summer 
fare. And there will be plenty of maintenance and 
refurbishment work to do as well, for those that like 
to work with their hands (we’re finally renovating and 
updating the costume loft, for example).

I think it is especially important as we end our 73rd 
season and approach our 75th anniversary season 
(only a year away now), to not only celebrate - but 
to cast a critical eye on ourselves and our future. 
We want to ensure the “fun” continues to serve the 
community for a long time to come, but we need 
the support of the community to move forward. We 
need your energy, your ideas, your time, and your 
commitment to community theater in Annapolis.

Have a wonderful summer! We’ll see you in the fall for 
a GREAT start to Season 74.

— STEVE TOBIN
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The cast and production team of Freaky Friday 
wish to extend a very special thank you to the 
parents of our young actors. We appreciate your 
time commitment, support, communication, 
and patience.

THANK YOU!



- 14 - - 3 -

DIRECTOR’S NOTES
I first encountered the musical version of 
Freaky Friday when I saw the premiere at 
Signature Theatre in Virginia in 2016. I’m a Heidi 
Blickenstaff fan, so I was there to watch her in 
the leading role but had low expectations about 
the show overall. As the performance went 
on though, I was continually surprised by how 
much I was enjoying each moment more and 
more, until I was moved to tears by the end of 
the show. They had taken a fluffy, thin storyline 
and beefed it up with real darkness and emotion 
in the best way. Every song was a new favorite, 
and the dialogue was snappy and quick but 
ultimately effective.

When the rights became available in 2018, the 
show sort of swept through Play Selection, 
having the same effect on the committee 
members, causing real excitement that we would 
get to be the first place to do the show locally. 
In 2019, I was lucky enough to be involved on 
the original production team. Just three weeks 
before opening, the day we were scheduled to 
move into the theater, Covid hit. We held out 
hope that this would only be a minor delay, but 

it turned into two full years! When we finally 
entered the theater a few weeks ago, it was 
hard to hold back the emotions of getting to see 
the cast onstage.

To me, Freaky Friday is all about understanding 
how hard life can be for other people. We’re 
all going through something, and the show 
has become even more potent post-pandemic, 
as we return to our lives significantly changed 
and increasingly aware of the plight of others. 
The uphill journey of having to replace 11 of the 
original cast members essentially had us starting 
from scratch. Half-remembered choreography 
or harmonies were the best we had. This has 
truly been the strangest rehearsal process 
I’ve ever experienced, but we persevered and 
brought to life a truly magical piece of theater. 
Thank you to everyone who has worked on this 
show over the years and to you, the audience, 
for returning to The Colonial Players to finally 
provide the missing piece.

– RON GIDDINGS

RON GIDDINGS is an award-
winning actor, director, and 
choreographer who has worked 
in the Annapolis area since 2004. 
As the founding Artistic Director 
of Standing O Productions and 

a former Artistic and Education Director of 
The Colonial Players, he has directed Nine (10 
WATCH nominations including Best Director 
and Best Musical), Gypsy, Wonder of the World, 
Moonlight and Magnolias, Mr. Marmalade, and 
two 24-Hour Projects. He was awarded the Ruby 
Griffith Award for Overall Production Excellence 
in 2007 for his production of Urinetown: The 
Musical at ASGT as well as for Best Achievement 

of a Play in 2013 for Shipwrecked! at CP. He has 
acted in the area with Dundalk Community 
Theatre, Cockpit in Court, Dignity Players, 
Annapolis Summer Garden Theatre, Moonlight 
Troupers, 2nd Star, Phoenix Festival Theatre, the 
Maryland Arts Festival, and Standing O. He most 
recently appeared as Edgar/Bat Boy (WATCH 
award for Best Actor in a Musical) in Bat Boy: 
The Musical; Frank Abagnale, Jr. in Catch Me If 
You Can; Nick in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
(WATCH award for Best Featured Actor in a 
Play); Aaron Port in The Babylon Line; Gordon 
Schwinn in A New Brain; and Austin in I Love 
You, Because.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR, MUSIC DIRECTOR,
CHOREOGRAPHER

LIFE MEMBERS
Chris Beaton 
Fred Fishback
Bill & Peggy Griswold
Daniel G. Higgs
Judi Hilton-Hyde
Frank McLane Hyde
Ronald Powell
Dr. & Mrs. James W. Ross
Col. USMC (Ret.)
     Richard W. Smith
Mrs. Benjamin B. Wills, Jr.

EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCERS 
($1,000+)
Judith Bender Revocable Trust
Arthur H. Kudner, Jr. Fund,
     Art & Leslie Kudner
Margaret Ross

PRODUCERS
($500 - $999)
Tim & Kris Brown
James W. Cheevers
Lisa & Richard Hillman
Fred Sussman &
     Sharon Kolstad

DIRECTORS
($200 - $499)
Jennifer Lane & Bill Allen
CovingtonAlsina
Susan Armstrong
Susanne Brogan
     & David S. Bliden
Edward Cohee, Jr.
Timothy Dangel
Cynthia Dawson
Fred & Susan Eckert
Meg Hosmer
Ronald Jarashow
Gary & Janice Jobson
Mary Powell Johnson

Christine Jorgensen
Fred & Linda Klingensmith
Matt & Hillary Leyendecker
Lois & Noel Milan
Joyce C. Miller
Manfred Muecke
Phil & Sandy Ourisson
Jim & Charlotte Robinson
Bob Sherer
John & Judi Wobensmith
Elizabeth Wright
Mary Beth & Ted Yablonski

STAGE MANAGERS 
($125 - $199)
J.R. & Jill Breen
Nancy C. Brosnihan
Patrick Brown
Charlie Estberg
June Fordham
Patti & Mark Gillen
Max & Toby Green
Tylar & Carol Ann Hecht
Helena Hunter
Hank & Betsy Mortimer
John & Claire Purnell
Judith M. Schuyler
Joan & Rolph Townshend
Pat & Stephen Troy
Virginia White

DESIGNERS
($75 - $124)
Don & Lucy Arthur
Jim & Judy Barrowman
Charles &
     Mary-Jo Bedsworth
Mary Evelyn Bell
Kevin Brennan
Jane A. Chambers
Maryellen & Bill Hartman
Jerry Hopkins
Betty & Robert Hyers
Christopher Jones

Michael J. Keller
Kathy & Dave Larrabee
Nancy Long
Lynne Malley
Bill & Priscilla Mitchell
Pam Mussenden
Siobhan Percey
Joseph Persinger
John & Constance Robinson
Jean Russo
Philip Tawes
Deborah Van Orden
John & Judith Youngblood
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($50 - $74)
Barbara & Denis Ahr
Linda Allen
Sandra Collyear Altherr
Greg Anderson
Ken Apfel & Caroline Hadley
Fred & Donna Arquilla
Eric Bloor
Susan Borden
Suzanne Brayman
Bob Brewer
Carol Carman
Jim & Pat Church
Judith Crawford
Cynthia Curtis
Nancy Davis
Carol DeGarmo
Darlene Delorenzo
Gale L. Erbe
Cynthia Garn
Hillary Glass
Valerie Gutterson
Karen Hirakawa
Liz Hopkinson
Laura Ivey
Jim & Linda Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Emily Joyce
Carol Kasper
Bernard & Hannah Kaufman
Helen Fisher Leitch
The Para & Miller Families
Heather Millar
Susan Millman
Marcia Morton
David O'Brien
Edgar Paglee
Beverly Paul
Stephen Riddick

Raymond Scalettar
Michele & Earl Schaffer
Bob & Priscilla Schneider
Charles & Joyce Shue
Joseph Slayton
Eric Smith
Abbie and Zoe Smith
R. Blair & Joann Smith
Larry & Kay Snyder
Elly Tierney
Joanne Trepp
Maricela Wayland
Theresa Wellman
Dr. Jim & Gail Wise
John Woolums
William Woodward
David Wynkoop
Mark Zablotny
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($35 - $49)
Nick Beschen
Jen Coker
Lois & Jack Coon
Marilyn Courtney
Dianne Crews
Robert DeBerardinis
Eliot Girsang
Alice R. Hall
Brigid Haragan
Elizabeth Hepler
Elia & John Howser
Eugenia Judge
Pat Leader
Barbara Marder
Rosemary Mayne
Judy McKinney
Cheryl McNerney
Susan B. Miller
Maggie & Bob Mulcrone
Regina Mulligan
Laurie Nolan &
     John McClure
Sharon Pieczenik
Reggie & Dick Ray
John & Lindsey Reese
Christine Riesche
Beth Shoults
Andrew & Margaret Smith
Elli Swink
Joan & Bill Weingartner
Theresa Wellman

TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Thank you for your support. Your generous 
gifts help us to continue to provide 
educational and training programs, 

encouragement and entertainment to all 
who are interested in dramatic arts.

The Colonial Players wishes to express heartfelt gratitude to all supporters who donated the 
value of their tickets when Season 71 came to an abrupt end. Your contributions allowed 
the theater to continue paying utility bills, award the annual scholarship, and still help us 

continue to face the unknowns brought on by COVID-19.

Thank you.vv vv

The Colonial Players gratefully acknowledges the generous bequest from Roland Riley, 
a longtime patron whose gift helps ensure the future economic viability of our theater.
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MUSIC SYNOPSIS
ACT ONE
Prologue/Just One Day...........................................................................Ellie, Katherine, Company
The Switch................................................................................................................Ellie, Katherine
I Got This.....................................................................Ellie, Katherine, Adam, Savannah, Students
What You Got..............................................................................Katherine, Torrey, Danielle, Louis
Oh, Biology....................................................................................................Ellie, Adam, Students
Vows........................................................................................................................................Mike
Busted.....................................................................................................Ellie, Katherine, Company
Somebody Has to Take the Blame............................................................Ellie, Katherine, Teachers
Shoppin’ with my Mom.......................................................................................................Fletcher
I Got This (reprise)............................................................................................................Katherine
Watch Your Back!...................................................................................Ms. Myers, Ellie, Students
Drivin’ with my Mom..........................................................................................................Fletcher
Parents Lie........................................................................................................................Katherine
Just One Day (reprise)......................................................................................................Company

ACT TWO
Not Myself Today....................................................................................Katherine, Ellie, Company
Women and Sandwiches.........................................................................................Adam, Fletcher
Bring My Baby (Brother) Home.............................................Ellie, Katherine, Mike, Police Officers
Go....................................................................................................................Adam and Company
After All of This and Everything........................................................................................Katherine
No More Fear............................................................................................................................Ellie
Today and Ev’ry Day..........................................................................................................Company

MUSICIANS
Conductor/Keyboard I – Ron Giddings
Keyboard II – Trent Goldsmith
Reeds – Mila Weiss
Trumpet – Jeremy Meeks
Guitar – Diego Retana
Cello – Amy Stennett-Smith
Bass – Greg Bell
Drums – Chris Marino

Freaky Friday is Disney’s stage version of the 
beloved Mary Rodgers book about a girl and 
her mother who change bodies for a day. The 
book for the musical was written by BRIDGET 
CARPENTER and the music and lyrics by TOM 
KITT and BRIAN YORKEY.

Carpenter is a writer and producer for television 
best known for the popular television series 
Friday Night Lights, which earned her numerous 
awards and nominations for her work as a 
producer and writer for the series.

Kitt and Yorkey met at Columbia and have written 
several musicals as a team and individually. 
Their biggest success was Next to Normal, which 
won the 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, only the 
eighth musical to achieve that honor. It opened 
on Broadway in 2009 and was nominated for 11 
Tony Awards, winning for Best Original Score, 
Best Orchestration, and Best Performance by a 
Leading Actress in a Musical for Alice Ripley.

ABOUT THE FREAKY FRIDAY CREATIVE TEAM

Did you know we are 
entirely volunteer run?

From the ushers to the designers, everyone
is welcome here to

come and play.
If you're interested in volunteering in any capacity,

please contact:
HR@thecolonialplayers.org



KYLE SULLIVAN
(Properties Fabricator)
Kyle's love of theater started on 
the vaudeville stage where his 
family's comedy review, "The 
Sensational Sullivans," became 

the talk of the town. After a few seasons abroad 
entertaining the troops, he turned his focus from 
on the stage to backstage, fabricating illusions for 
lesser known magicians. When Kyle isn't working 
he is usually tinkering in his shop, creating props 
for his local theater or volunteering for NAR 
(National Aardvark Rescue).

LINDSAY ZETTER
(Set Designer/Decorator)
Lindsay returns to The Colonial 
Players after having previously 
worked on Ernest in Love, 
Lucky Stiff, and three years of A 

Christmas Carol. She has staged, produced, 
choreographed, and set designed ballet 
productions of Cinderella, Snow White, Alice in 
Wonderland, Peter Pan, The Wizard of Oz, Beauty 
and the Beast, Swan Lake, and Sleeping Beauty. 
Other productions include Once Upon a Mattress, 
Cats, Grease, Chicago, The Addams Family, 
Mamma Mia, Charlie Brown, and Bright Star.

ISABELLA VAN BERGEN
(Laurel)
Bella is 17 and a junior at 
Archbishop Spalding High 
School. This is her first 
experience with The Colonial 

Players and she is grateful for this amazing 
opportunity. Bella began doing theater in the 
fourth grade and since then has been a part of 
19 shows with the Talent Machine Company. She 
has also participated in many school productions 
and cabarets. Her favorite roles include Morticia 
in The Addams Family and Jenny Hill in Big Fish. 
Bella has also been dancing for seven years at 
Stageworkz in many different dance styles. She 
would like to thank Ron and everyone involved 
for all of their hard work. Enjoy the Show.

MATTHEW EARL
(Wells)
Matthew is 16 years old and in 
the 10th grade at Archbishop 
Spalding High School. He has 
appeared in many Indian 

Creek School and Talent Machine Company 
productions, including his favorite roles of the 
title character in Willy Wonka (2020) and Will 
Bloom in Big Fish (2019). Matthew would like 
to thank director Ron Giddings for giving him 
this opportunity. He also thanks his family and 
friends for their support.

JANE ELKIN
(Grandma Helene /
Mrs. Luckenbill / Mrs. Time)
Jane is grateful to The Colonial 
Players for the opportunity to 
sing again after two years of 

pandemic withdrawal. A founding member 
of the Renaissance Singers of Annapolis, her 
previous musical theater credits include such 
roles as Magnolia in Showboat, Dora in Fiorello, 
the Mother in Amahl and the Night Visitors, 
and the Stepmother in Cinderella. When not 
performing, she writes, teaches English as 
a second language at AACC, and volunteers 
backstage -– her stunning wind chime solo in 
Maytag Virgin earned rave reviews.

ROSALIE HESS
(Gretchen)
Rosalie is a 16-year-old junior 
at Archbishop Spalding High 
School and is beyond excited to 
make her Colonial Players debut 

in Freaky Friday! She has recently been seen in 
the Children's Theatre of Annapolis productions 
of The Addams Family as Wednesday Addams, 
and Into The Woods as Little Red. Outside 
of theater, she is also a member of the All 
Children's Chorus of Annapolis. At school, she 
also actively participates in the theater and 
music departments. She would like to thank 
everyone involved with the success of the show 
as well as all her supportive family and friends. 
She hopes everyone enjoys the show!

GEORGE KING
(Grandpa Gordon / Dr. Ehrin / 
Mr. Blumen)
This is George’s first show 
with The Colonial Players. He 
most recently performed with 

Pasadena Theatre Company in Scrooged for 
Christmas (Assistant Director/Brice Cummings) 
and You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown 
(Linus). Some favorite past musical roles (all in 
California) include The Mikado (Koko), Anything 
Goes (Sir Evelyn Oakleigh), The Wizard of Oz 
(Scarecrow), and Something’s Afoot (Geoffrey). 
George would like to thank his wife, Ameeta, 
and their two sons, George IV & Rudy, for all the 
love and support.

ALEXANDRA KUEBLER
(Savannah)
This is Alexandra's second 
production with The Colonial 
Players and she is thrilled to be 
back in this theater! Recently. 

Alex has had the pleasure to perform as Belinda 
Cratchit/Fred's Wife in A Christmas Carol, Luisa 
in The Fantasticks, and Jo in Little Women. 
Outside the theater, Alex enjoys reading, baking, 
and searching the internet for concert tickets to 
anything and everything. She is very grateful to 
her mom and dad for constantly supporting her 
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LOIS BANSCHER
(Properties Designer)
Lois thinks it’s great to be 
back as part of The Colonial 
Players world of community 
entertainment after being 

isolated for way too many months. She hopes 
her contribution as properties designer lives 
up to the standards of this wonderful, fun, and 
poignant play. Lois has participated in more 
than 20 productions since joining The Colonial 
Players in 2009. Her designs have earned her 
two WATCH nominations plus a 2016 WATCH 
Award for best properties design for Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf. Designing props is a 
team effort, and she has enjoyed collaborating 
with Constance Robinson and her mentor, the 
late JoAnn Gidos. “We miss you, Jo!”

KAELYNN BEDSWORTH
(Sound Designer)
Kaelynn has volunteered both 
on the stage and off in a variety 
of roles for more than a decade, 
from actress to go-button 

pusher to steampunk wig maker to Looney 
Tunes sound effect specialist to smushed banana 
cleaner. You may have seen her grace the stage 
in A Christmas Carol (multiple productions), 
The Secret Garden, 1776, Annie, Moonlight 
and Magnolias, and Little Women. Behind the 
scenes, she has produced, costume designed, 
sound designed, and scene painted for many 
shows over the past 12...or is it 13 now?...years. 
Kaelynn sends her love to her husband, Wes, 
who shares this crazy theater world with her on 
a daily basis.

WES BEDSWORTH
(Lighting Designer)
Wes has been volunteering with 
The Players since early 2007 
when he was a sound technician 
for Moon Over Buffalo. He's 

gone on to sound design many other shows, 
light design one, program lights for a bunch, 
create an Arduino-controlled illuminated 
grand piano for another, and provide technical 

consultation on more shows than he can count. 
Wes currently serves as Operations Director on 
the board, where his responsibilities vary from 
plumber to electrician to network administrator 
to HVAC technician to locksmith to general 
handyman, depending on what broke this time. 
He also serves as technical director on the 
Production Team, and is excited to be part of the 
"Stream Team" -- the trio of volunteers who have 
worked closely (while bickering like brothers) to 
develop live stream capability for The Players. 
By day, Wes works for Cardinal Engineering, 
proudly supporting the United States Navy's 
COLUMBIA Class submarine program, where 
he was recently recognized as employee of the 
year. Wes sends his love to his wife, Kaelynn; his 
parents; sister, Susan; and brother-in-law, Jon. 
“Abby - always in our hearts.”

JENNIFER COOPER
(Producer)
Jennifer is producing for the 
second time with The Colonial 
Players after previously 
managing the production of 

Silent Sky. She also has directing credits for 
The Revolutionists and The Babylon Line, which 
was recognized with a 2018-2019 Ruby Griffith 
Award as First Runner-Up for Outstanding 
Achievement in a Play. Her work was again 
acknowledged with a 2019-2020 Ruby Griffith 
award as First Runner-Up in a Musical for 
directing Mamma Mia! at Annapolis Summer 
Garden Theatre.

KATHY PARROTT
(Stage Manager)
This is Kathy's first time as stage 
manager on her own and she 
thanks the very talented Ron for 
inviting her. She is no stranger to 

the theater, having done costumes, props and 
makeup for the many productions her daughter 
was in. She is tickled to be working with such a 
talented and professional group.
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in her acting endeavors and her sisters for loving 
her despite the non-stop singing coming from 
Alex's room. She hopes you enjoy the show!

ANDREW LIMANSKY
(Adam)
Andrew is a 17-year-old junior 
at Arundel High School and is 
ecstatic to make his Colonial 
Players debut in Freaky Friday! 

Some of Andrew’s favorite past roles were 
Caldwell B. Cladwell in Urinetown and George in 
Metropolis. Andrew most recently performed in 
Arundel High School’s presentation of Shrek the 
Musical as Lord Farquaad. He would like to thank 
his amazing parents, brothers, his voice teacher 
Suzanne Chadwick, and all of the amazing 
people who helped make Freaky Friday happen! 
Andrew hopes that you “Go” enjoy the show!

BRIAN MELLEN
(Mike Riley)
This is Brian’s debut performance 
on the CP stage. Also at The 
Colonial Players, he directed 
Quiche Isn’t Sexy for the One 

Act Festival. He has performed and directed with 
Annapolis Summer Garden Theatre, 2nd Star 
Productions, Children’s Theatre of Annapolis, 
Silhouette Stages, Dundalk Community Theatre, 
and Heritage Players. His most recent stage 
performances pre-pandemic were Nathan Detroit 
in Guys and Dolls, Marcellus in The Music Man, 
Ancestor in The Addams Family, and Jesus in 
Godspell. When he is not acting or directing, you 
can find him on a 737 working for Southwest 
Airlines. Thanks to Ron and Jennifer for adding me 
to this great cast and production. This performance 
is dedicated to all my family and friends who 
help keep this creative monster alive in me!

JAMIE ERIN MILLER
(Katherine Blake)
Jamie is so grateful to be back 
“home” at The Colonial Players 
doing what she loves in this 
role she only ever dreamed 

of playing, while working with people who 

make her dreams come true every day! Jamie 
majored in theater at The University of Central 
Florida and received her masters degree in 
elementary education. She is currently working 
as an elementary school principal for AACPS. 
Over the last 15 years, Jamie has performed in 
the Maryland and DC area with theaters such 
as Annapolis Summer Garden Theatre, The 
Colonial Players, The Greenbelt Arts Center, 
Dignity Players, 2nd Star Productions, Standing 
O Productions, Vagabond Players and Winters 
Lane Productions. Some of her favorite roles 
include Adelaide in Guys and Dolls (WATCH 
nominee); Maureen in Rent; Woman 1 in I 
Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change (WATCH 
nominee); Millie in Thoroughly Modern Millie; 
Christine in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels; Carla in 
Nine; Gertrude McFuzz in Seussical the Musical; 
and Izzy in Rabbit Hole (WATCH nominee). Jamie 
would like to thank everyone who put their 
heart and soul into this show (starting back 
in 2019 until now), especially Ron, for never 
giving up and seeing it through! And a special 
thank you goes out to her family and friends 
for their endless love and support, especially 
her husband, Andrew, and their ten-year-old 
daughter, Sophie.

SAMI PETERSON
(Hannah)
Sami is so excited to finally be 
able to put on this show after 
being cast over two years ago! 
This is her first production with 

The Colonial Players, but she has been involved 
with other community theaters in the area, 
notably The Crucible at Vagabond Players in Fells 
Point (Mary Warren). As this new show opens, 
she thinks back fondly on the original cast of 
Freaky Friday.

MATTHEW RIGBY
(Parker / Louis)
Matt is very excited about 
his third production with The 
Colonial Players! He has been 
working on productions here 

since October and he can’t get enough. Matt 
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played Fred in A Christmas Carol in December, 
and for the first time worked as a board 
operator with the crew for The Lost Boys in 
February. Working on Freaky Friday has been 
lots of fun for him, and he hopes the audience 
enjoys this zany and heartwarming story. 
Matt wants to thank all the members of the 
theater community for being supportive and 
welcoming. Working as a part of both cast and 
crew has been very memorable for him and he’s 
eager to get involved with future productions. 
He’s just getting started!

MIA RINEHART
(Yanny)
Mia is a 16 year old 10th grader 
in the IB Program at Annapolis 
High School. She is thrilled to 
return to The Colonial Players 

stage after performing last winter in A Christmas 
Carol as Martha Cratchit. Mia is no stranger 
to community theater, having performed 
last spring as Elsa in Children’s Theatre of 
Annapolis’s production of Frozen - her sixth 
show with that theater! When not performing, 
Mia can be found participating in many clubs at 
school, traveling to see live music, or listening 
to Phoebe Bridgers. Mia is honored to have the 
opportunity to be a part of this iconic show and 
thanks this incredible cast and creative staff for 
the amazing experience. Mia thanks her family, 
specifically her mother, for keeping theater a 
priority in her life. She also sends her thanks 
to her vocal coach, Alyssa Cox, for her amazing 
support and encouragement. Enjoy the show!

MILES SHULMAN
(Fletcher Blake)
Miles is thrilled to be making his 
debut with The Colonial Players. 
Although he is new to CP, he 
has been acting since he was 

six years old. Most recently, Miles worked with 
the Classic Theatre of Maryland, appearing in 
A Christmas Carol (2019, 2020, 2021), Oliver!, 
and Macbeth, the Classic Theatre of Maryland's 
feature film. Miles has additionally performed 
in A Christmas Story with the Pasadena Theatre 

Company as well as The Little Mermaid and 
The One and Only Shrek with Catonsville Youth 
Theatre. Miles has performed at various local 
events with NapTown Sings, is a blue belt in 
Isshinryu Karate, and rides a unicycle. He is 
a sixth grader at Northeast Middle School in 
Pasadena and is 12 years old.

KYLIE AIRIN SJOLIE
(Danielle / Ms. Myers /
Officer Sitz)
Kylie is so excited to finally be 
performing in Freaky Friday the 
Musical! Some of her past credits 

include: Soloist/Ensemble (Rent), Sister Mary 
Patrick (Sister Act), and Kathy (9 to 5), at The 
Annapolis Summer Garden Theater, Velma Von 
Tussle (Hairspray) at AACC Theater, Mazeppa 
(Gypsy) at 2nd Star Productions (nominated 
for a WATCH Award); Narrator (Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat) at Woods 
Church. She also directs children's theater 
with Theater in the Park, Benfield Drama Club, 
and Central Middle Drama Club. Some of her 
directing credits include Seussical Jr., Aladdin Jr., 
Once on this Island Jr., Little Mermaid Jr., Legally 
Blonde Jr., and Shrek Jr. Kylie would like to thank 
Ron for everything he has done to make this 
show finally happen and her mom for being 
such a big supporter and influence in her life.

ABBIE SMITH
(Ellie Blake)
Abbie has been performing 
on stage and screen since age 
six. She has been seen in many 
different productions with 

Children’s Theatre of Annapolis and Talent 
Machine Company, as well as various school 
performances since elementary school. In 
addition, she choreographed shows at Theater 
in the Park, Jones Elementary, and Stage and 
Screens. She is thrilled to be reunited, after two 
very hard pandemic years, with her amazing 
Freaky Friday cast. She is finishing up the exciting 
process of college auditions, while hoping to 
eventually obtain a BFA in Musical Theater in 
order to work in and around the industry. She 
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is eternally grateful to Ron Giddings for this 
opportunity to play Ellie Blake, a super fun and 
challenging role. Thanks to Jamie Miller, her 
incredible stage mom, and Abbie’s family for 
their constant love and support. She hopes you 
enjoy the show!

REVA THOMPSON
(Torrey)
Reva was classically trained in 
opera and is currently a music 
educator and recording artist, 
under the artist name Tonty on 

all major music platforms. Her solo performance 
repertoire ranges from jazz to pop to soul, and 
everything in between. Her previous roles were 
Mabel (Pirates of Penzance), Kate (Kiss Me, 
Kate), and Buttercup (HMS Pinafore); she has 
sung various opera roles as well. In addition 
to music, Reva is an activist for social justice, a 
self-published author, an avid amatuer makeup 
artist, and a tea enthusiast. She currently resides 
in Bowie with her father Robert and a naughty 
Sphynx cat named Romeo after her late mother 
Romelita. She's very excited to make her debut 
with The Colonial Players as Torrey, and wishes 
her fellow cast, crew, and tech an amazing run!

AARON VONDERHARR
(Señor O’Brien / Officer Kowalski / 
Pastor Bruno)
Aaron is just happy to be here. 
He has worked in overseas 
military theater as Trekkie 

Monster/Nicky in Avenue Q, Gomez in The 
Addams Family, ensemble in Legally Blonde, 
Mrs. Bumbrake in Peter and the Starcatcher, 
Audrey II in Little Shop of Horrors, and Sir Henry 
Baskerville in Baskervilles: A Sherlock Holmes 
Mystery. More recently he's worked with The 
Colonial Players as Bauer in The White Rose 
and Thomas Royde in Towards Zero. Now it's 
time to sing again! "Many thanks to my wife, 
Leah, for her support and encouragement and 
pushing me outside, and to my son, Randal, for 
his boundless energy and love."

THE COLONIAL PLAYERS PODCAST
Keeping listeners up to date with current 

shows, discovering what is happening in and 
around the theatre community, and taking a 
close up look at those that keep it running.

The cast and production team of Freaky 
Friday 2022 want to express our deepest 
and sincerest gratitude to the 2020 cast 
and team. We acknowledge the loss that 
came with having to walk away from a 
show ready to go into production. It is 
with deepest appreciation that we honor 
you with this show run.

Special gratitude goes to the vision and 
design talents of Kaitlin Arnold (Director), 
Peter Branscombe (Properties Designer), 
Holly Hendrickson (Costume Designer), 
Heather McMunigal (Producer), and 
Mary Wakefield (Stage Manager). It is 
only with your initial work that we were 
able to reboot.

And to the original cast: Zoe Argabright, 
Debbie Barber-Eaton, Shane Conrad, 
Gianna Dicks, Emily Groves, Hannah 
Hall, Reid Murphy, Liam O’Toole, Ronan 
O’Toole, Zoe Smith, and Gene Valendo — 
we express our thanks to the spirit that 
you already infused into this show. We 
carry you with us. Our light is your light.

THANK YOU!!!
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THE COLONIAL 
PLAYERS, INC .

presents

Book by
BRIDGET CARPENTER

Music and Lyrics by
TOM KITT AND BRIAN YORKEY
Direction, Music Direction, Choreography by

RON GIDDINGS

THE CAST

Katherine Blake...........................................................Jamie Erin Miller

Ellie Blake...........................................................................Abbie Smith

Fletcher Blake................................................................Miles Shulman

Mike Riley.........................................................................Brian Mellen

Torrey...........................................................................Reva Thompson

Adam........................................................................Andrew Limansky

Savannah.................................................................Alexandra Kuebler

Gretchen............................................................................Rosalie Hess

Hannah...........................................................................Sami Peterson

Laurel.....................................................................Isabella Van Bergen

Yanny................................................................................Mia Rinehart

Parker/Louis..................................................................Matthew Rigby

Wells................................................................................Matthew Earl

Danielle / Ms. Myers / Officer Sitz...............................Kylie Airin Sjolie

Grandma Helene / Mrs. Luckenbill / Mrs. Time.....................Jane Elkin

Grandpa Gordon / Dr. Ehrin / Mr. Blumen.........................George King

Señor O’Brien / Officer Kowalski / Pastor Bruno......Aaron Vonderharr

TIME

April, 2022

PLACE

Chicago: The Blake Residence, Grover Cleveland High School, 
and various locations throughout the city

There will be one 15-minute intermission
between Act I and Act II

Freaky Friday is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI

www.MTIshows.com


